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The Structure of the Analysis
1. The author

· This is a story
“Flotsam & Jetsam” by W.S. Maugham, a well-known 
English novelist, short-story writer, playwright & essayist
[a poet ]
· The author wrote [novels] […], he was also a recognized master of [the short story].

· The story is narrated by […]
	the present extract
	is
	taken from the book

	the extract under consideration
	
	devoted to / centered round

	
	
	concerned with

	
	
	deals with, touches upon

	
	
	dwells on, presents a picture of


2. The title of the text
· the title is [short] but it excites (порождает) many association

· due to the numerous meanings of the word […] we can guess…
3. The type of the text

· The text under analysis belong to the psychological type as it is concerned mainly with the mental & emotional lives of the characters.
· it’s a kind of detective
· it’s a combination of different types

· the text is deeply psychological and made me think of the described problem not once

4. The Subject-matter

· The subject-matter of the story is the difficulties a man faces trying to escape [undesirable marriage]
· The author tries to show the reader different approaches of men & women to the idea of marriage

· The story describes a difficult period in the main character’s life

· relations between grown-ups & children

· behavior of people under some circumstances

· existing conflicts & contradictions of the society

· our temporary shortcomings (недостатки)

· personal dilemmas

· eternal problems

· misfortunes

· family happiness

· fidelity / infidelity

· adultery (измена)

· crime & punishment [motives of crime]
· love & passion /for/ (любовь и страсть)
· jalousie

· revenge (месть) [getting back on others] [who brakes – pays] [as you make your bed, so you must lie on it](что посеешь, то и пожнешь)

· a traditional love triangle

· lake of monies (нехватка денег)
· The problem which is touched upon in the text

· problem of topical interest = burning problem

· the story (the text, the subject-matter) carries a deep social (psychological) message
· keeps the reader in suspense (в напряжении)
· The author…

· describes, shows, reflects, introduces, laughs at

· exposes some negative sides / traits of

· creates a realistic representation of

· creates a well-plotted story (a weak – слабо) which is true to life
· ridicules some faults (ignorance, showing-off (хвастовство), love for money)

· focuses the reader’s attention on

· brings home (дает понять) to the reader that

· lets the reader realize

· makes the reader think (come to the conclusion that)

· uncovers the root causes of (раскрывает причину)

· looks into the heart of the matter

· makes interesting observation about (life, people) 
· possesses a thorough (глубоким) knowledge of human psychology

· speaks against [smb.] ( in smb.’s favour

· is on the side of = sympathizes with

5. Composition of the text
· Compositionally the text falls into some logical parts…

· The composition of the story consists of the following components… 
· Compositionally the story can be divided into the following parts: 1) the story-teller’s speculations about [relations of… in general] 2) […]
· exposition (an introductory part of a story, some explanation of its background, introduction of the characters)

· narration (give an account of events)
+ monologues (the thoughts & feelings of a character) /interior monologue/
+ dialogues (whose, where)
+ descriptions (of an object, person, characters or scene)
+ digression (размышления) (the author’s speculations & observations about life, people – critical, philosophical, lyrical, etc) 

· the climax lies in…[question, monologue] (кульминация). It is followed by the denouement (развязка) which is present by [dialogue, letter] & it bring the story to its end.
· the ending is (surprising, funny, sad, tragic, etc)

· We can clearly see the tone of a subjective treatment in this story as it’s colored by the author’s own feelings in the narration & in the character drawing.

· The tone is [ironical] & even [mocking]

6. The idea of the text
· The idea of the text can be formulated like this…

· The story is presented from the point of view of a first-person observer.

· Besides, the author makes an interesting observations: […]. He is right, isn’t he?
· On the whole (in general)

· in conclusion

· to make a long story short

· in my opinion

· from my point of view

· as I see it

· to be greatly impressed by

· to feel sympathy for

· to regret

7. The Characters

· We learn about the characters…
· from what the author tells about them directly
· by what they say & do (through their actions, speech & behavior)
· by what other characters say about them.

· The character is presented statically / in development

· The author created true-to-life characters.

· The author manage (удалось) to catch some typical features of a certain type of person & to create a generalized image / I consider them “overdone”

· I’d try to draw the conclusion about the characters from the first episodes of the story

· I feel the most sympathy for [character], because…
8. The Language & Style of the Text
· The author proves to be a real master.

· The author employs a lot of expressive means & stylistic devices to make the story vivid & bright.
· The story is emotionally moving, and some details produce an emotional reaction.

· The story is written in simple [complicated, ornamental, austere] kind of language.

· I would comment on the effect of the use of metaphors, similes and repetitions.

· Lexical SDs: He uses irony to express his opinion of [character]

· The metaphor […] is used to show that [it was…]

· A simile […] is employed to show that…

· Syntactical SDs: The gradation […] which also includes a hyperbole (which is a lexical SD) is used to show

· The author employs parallel constructions which include the antithesis to emphasize (to point out)

· On the whole the text is rich in stylistic devices, they are used to reveal the characters inner world & feelings as well as the author’s treatment of them & situation, his sympathy to one character & his irony concerning the other.
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